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1 880.] Recent Literature. 665 

Thomas' Noxious Insects of Illinois. 1 — This report contains 
chapters on the insects affecting the cabbage, with a brief account 
of the parasites of domestic animals, and closes with an essay on 
the classification of the Acrididas, or that family of locusts of 
which the Rocky Mountain pest is the type. The portion on 
cabbage insects contains considerable new matter. Jt is to be 
hoped that the State will furnish more original illustrations and 
better paper and press-work for subsequent reports, as these pub- 
lications are of great value to the people. There are less typo- 
graphical errors in this than in the two previous reports. 

Transactions of the Entomological Society of London for 
1879. — This volume is rather thinner than its precursors, and while 
scarcely as important as usual may give a fair idea of the condi- 
tions and doings of the chief entomological society of Great 
Britain ; indeed it stands nearly alone, for what other associations 
of a like nature there may be, are local and inconsiderable. There 
are twenty-five memoirs filling only 346 pages, so that the papers 
are, in most cases, quite brief; of this number twenty are descrip- 
tive, most of them purely so, and a few are simply faunal lists, 
mostly of exotic insects, and prepared by the officers of the 
British Museum. 

Those more general in their nature and of interest to our 
readers, we will notice more at length. Eleanor A. Ormerod con- 
tributes some brief observations of the effects of low tempera- 
tures on larvae ; it appears that during the unusual cold of last 
winter in England, the insects were frozen, but eventually thawed 
out and were not seriously affected ; what is said is confirmatory 
of what has been previously observed. In Dr. Fritz Miiller's 
notes on the cases of some South Brazilian Trichoptera, or caddis 
flies, he describes those of Rhyacophylax, " the most curious of 
all our Hydropsychida;." The cases themselves are rather rude 
canals covered with irregularly interwoven, vegetable fibers, but 
at its mouth end each case has a large funnel-shaped veranda 
covered with a very beautiful silken net. The larvae live in the 
rapids of various rivulets, and the entrance of the veranda is 
invariably directed towards the upper part of the rivulet, so as to 
intercept any eatable things brought down by the water." 

In his morphological, notes bearing on the origin of insects, 
Mr. J. Wood-Mason, of Calcutta, discusses certain points in the 
morphology of insects. He labors to prove that the antennae of 
Machilis are homologues of the " antenna; (in) proper" of Crus- 
tacea, on the ground that he finds a process on the peduncle or 
base of the antennae, which he thinks may represent the second 
or smaller branch of the antenna; of the Crustacea ; especially as he 
finds a movable appendage present in Lepisma, and a large coni- 
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